Melioidosis: a serological survey in a tuberculosis sanatorium in Hong Kong.
A serological survey of 275 Chinese patients with underlying pulmonary diseases in a tuberculosis sanatorium in Hong Kong showed that 39 (14%) had haemagglutinating antibody (HA) against Pseudomonas pseudomallei in a titre of 1: 80 or above. Only 9 of these 39 patients had travelled to endemic areas, suggesting that at least 30 patients (11%) had been exposed to Ps. pseudomallei locally. Females are affected as often as males, and the seropositive rate is the same whether patients are immunosuppressed or not. Because subclinical melioidosis is prevalent and HA may persist for a long time, even at a high titre, after infection, determination of HA alone cannot differentiate between active melioidosis and its masquerade--active tuberculosis.